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5:18 The third woe condemns those who mock God as they sin.

5:19 the Holy One of Israel. See 1:4 note.

5:20 The fourth woe condemns moral corruption.

darkness . . . light. See notes 2:5 and 5:30.

5:21 The �fth woe condemns pride and self-righteousness.

wise in their own eyes. This is an expression for irrational, arrogant
autonomy. A revelation from God, who alone knows all things, is the only
�rm foundation for knowledge.

5:22 The sixth woe condemns those who pervert justice.

mixing strong drink. This refers to wine and beer with spices added.
Once again, as in 5:11, Isaiah speaks of overindulgence.

5:23 bribe. See note 1:23. Bribery involves injustice and greed, as in 5:8.

5:24 �re. See note on “burning” at 4:4.

5:25 the mountains quaked. At the revelation of God’s anger, nature
quakes (2:19; 13:13; 24:18, 19; Ezek. 32:6–8 note). For a contrasting image
of redemption, see 54:10.

streets. See note 24:11.

his anger has not turned away. God is not reconciled, and His wrath
hangs over the disobedient (9:12, 17, 21; 10:4; 31:3).

5:26–30 This description of the Assyrian army closely matches its por-
trayal on ancient Assyrian reliefs; perhaps the poet had seen such troops
with his own eyes.

5:26 signal. This is a signal �ag (11:10, 12; 18:3; 49:22; 62:10). Like a com-
mander in battle, the Lord summons the nations to execute His judg-
ment (10:5).

nations far away. These would be Syria, Assyria, Babylon, etc. The impe-
rial Assyrian army was composed of mercenaries hired from all over the
Assyrian Empire.

5:30 on that day. See note 2:11.

darkness. This metaphor for depression, alienation, and judgment (8:22;
42:7; 47:5; 60:2) teaches that all who twist justice by living in darkness
(5:20; 29:15) will su�er the darkness of God’s judgment. By contrast, the
light of God will dawn on the needy (9:2; 29:18; 42:7; 49:9; 58:10; 60:1, 2).
The Lord is sovereign over darkness and light (45:7).

distress. The Hebrew word means “sorrow,” “narrowness.” God delivers
His own from such con�nement (25:4; 63:9).

17 Then shall the lambs graze sfas in
their pasture,

and t
fnomads shall eat among the

ruins of the rich.
18 Woe to those who draw iniquity with

u
fcords of falsehood,

who draw sin as with cart ropes,
19 who say: v

f“Let him be quick,
let him speed his work
that we may see it;

let the counsel of the Holy One of
Israel draw near,

and let it come, that we may 
know it!”

20 Woe to w
fthose who call evil good

and good evil,
x

f who put darkness for light
and light for darkness,

who put bitter for sweet
and sweet for bitter!

21 Woe to those who are y
fwise in their

own eyes,
and shrewd in their own sight!

22 Woe to those who are z
fheroes at

drinking wine,
and valiant men in mixing strong

drink,
23 who a

facquit the guilty for a bribe,
and deprive the innocent of his right!

24 Therefore, bfas the tongue of fire
devours the stubble,

and as dry grass sinks down in the
flame,

so c
ftheir root will be dfas rottenness,

and their blossom go up like dust;

for they have efrejected the law of the
LORD of hosts,

and have f
fdespised the word of the

Holy One of Israel.
25 Therefore gfthe anger of the LORD was

kindled against his people,
and he stretched out his hand

against them and struck them,
and h

fthe mountains quaked;
and their corpses were ifas refuse

in the midst of the streets.
j
f For all this his anger has not turned

away,
and his hand is stretched out still.

26 He will kfraise a signal for nations 
far away,

and l
fwhistle for them mffrom the

ends of the earth;
and behold, quickly, speedily they come!

27 n
f None is weary, none stumbles,

none slumbers or sleeps,
not a waistband is loose,

not a sandal strap broken;
28 o

f their arrows are sharp,
all their bows bent,

their horses' hoofs seem like flint,
and their wheels pflike the whirlwind.

29 Their roaring is like a lion,
like young lions they roar;

they growl and qfseize their prey;
they carry it off, and none can rescue.

30 They will growl over it on that day,
like the growling of the sea.

And if one looks to the land,
behold, r

fdarkness and distress;
and the light is darkened by its clouds.
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Isaiah’s Vision of the Lord

6 In the year that s
fKing Uzziah died I

t
fsaw the Lord sitting upon a throne,

high and lifted up; and the trainf
1 of his

robe filled the temple. 2
fAbove him stood

the seraphim. Each had u
fsix wings: with

two he covered his face, and with two he
covered his feet, and with two he flew.
3

fAnd one called to another and said:
u

f“Holy, holy, holy is the LORD of hosts;
v

f the whole earth is full of his glory!”f
2

4
fAnd w

fthe foundations of the thresholds
shook at the voice of him who called, and
x

fthe house was filled with smoke. 5
fAnd I

said: “Woe is me! y
fFor I am lost; z

ffor I am
a man of unclean lips, and I dwell in the
midst of a people of unclean lips; for my
eyes have seen the a

fKing, the LORD of
hosts!”

6
fThen one of the seraphim flew to me,

having in his hand a burning coal that he
had taken with tongs from the altar. 7

fAnd
he b

ftouched my mouth and said: “Behold,
this has touched your lips; your guilt is
taken away, and your sin atoned for.” 

Isaiah’s Commission from the Lord
8

fAnd I heard the voice of the Lord saying,
“Whom shall I send, and who will go for
c

fus?” Then I said, “Here am I! Send me.”
9

fAnd he said, “Go, and say to this people:

d
f“ f`Keep on hearing,f

3 but do not
understand;

keep on seeing,f
4 but do not

perceive.'
10 e

f Make the heart of this people 
f
fdull,f

5

and their ears heavy,
and blind their eyes;

g
f lest they see with their eyes,

and hear with their ears,
and understand with their hearts,

and turn and be healed.”
11 Then I said, h

f“How long, 
O Lord?”

And he said:
“Until i

fcities lie waste
without inhabitant,

and houses without people,
and the land is a desolate 

waste,
12 and the LORD removes people far

away,
and the forsaken places are many

in the midst of the land.
13 j

f And though a tenth remain in it,
it will be burnedf

6 again,
like a terebinth or an oak,

whose stump k
fremains 

when it is felled.”
l
f The holy seedf

7 is its stump.

6:1 Uzziah. He died in 740 B.C., having su�ered from leprosy (2 Chr.
26:16–21).

I saw. Isaiah describes a “theophany,” a visible manifestation of God.
God’s coming is often attended by such phenomena as earthquakes,
smoke, �re, and lightning (13:3 note; 29:6; 30:27–31; Ex. 19:18, 19; Ps.
18:7–15; 50:3; 97:2; Mic. 1:3, 4; Nah. 1:3–8; Hab. 3:3–15).

the Lord. Adonai in Hebrew, meaning “Sovereign.”

throne. The Lord rules heaven and earth from His throne. The choir of
seraphim (6:2 note) and the splendor of God’s holiness inspired the
prophet throughout his ministry.

the temple. In his vision he saw not the temple in Jerusalem, but the
heavenly temple (cf. Rev. 4:1–8).

6:2 seraphim. This is a Hebrew word probably meaning “burning ones”
(cf. the �ery serpents in Num. 21:6). Representations of angelic creatures
with six wings have been discovered in the Near East by archaeologists.

covered his face. The seraphim have no glory to compare with God’s
and they cannot look on Him directly.

covered his feet. This may be an indication of modesty.

�ew. The seraph does the Sovereign’s will. Here it is to praise Him.

6:3 Holy, holy, holy. A three-fold repetition is the strongest sort of
superlative. Nothing is as holy as God. See note 1:4.

LORD of hosts. See note 1:9.

whole earth. This announcement explains the cosmic perspective of the
prophet. God is King of the world, and His salvation and judgment

extend to all nations (11:4, 9, 12; 42:1, 4, 5; 65:17; 66:1; cf. Luke 2:14).

glory. See note 4:2, “glorious.”

6:5 Woe is me. Isaiah was astonished by the glory of God; like Peter he
became afraid (Luke 5:8). He pronounces an oracular curse upon himself.

6:6 altar. The altar from which the live coal was taken is not described.
The stress is on the puri�cation necessary for approaching God. The altar
symbolizes puri�cation by blood, and the �re, puri�cation by the Spirit.
The blood of Christ and the ministry of the Holy Spirit sanctify believers
today.

6:7 my mouth . . . your lips. The puri�cation makes the prophet accept-
able as a minister of God’s words (Jer. 1:9).

6:8 who will go for us. The Lord invited Isaiah to listen in on the sessions
of the royal, heavenly court. From this moment on Isaiah is a servant of
God’s court and proclaims God’s message to kings and people alike 
(cf. 1 Kin. 22:19, 20; Jer. 23:18, 22).

6:9 Go. Isaiah’s mission is paradoxical in its e�ect, as is the proclamation
of the word of God (Matt. 13:13–15; Rom. 11:7–10, 25). The prophetic
word closes the way of God to those who are rebellious, proud and hyp-
ocritical (29:13–16; 65:1–7), but opens it to the deaf, the blind, the hum-
ble, and the poor (29:18, 19).

6:13 a tenth. The land will be laid waste, but a remnant will be saved and
puri�ed (1:9 note).

stump. The Middle Eastern terebinth and oak trees can produce new
shoots even when they appear to have been cut or damaged beyond all
hope.
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