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In The Expository Genius of John Calvin, Dr. Steven J.
Lawson delves into the practices, commitments,
and techniques that made John Calvin, the great
Reformer of the sixteenth century, such an
effective preacher during his iong pastorate at
Saint Pierre Cathedral in Geneva, Switzerland.
Dr. Lawson identifies thirty-two distinctives of
Calvin's preaching, providing comments from
Calvin’s writings, quotations from Reformation
scholars, and examples from Calvin’s own sermons
to reinforce his points. The book’s first chapter is
a succinct summary of Calvin’s life and ministry.
Then, over the following seven chapters, Dr.
Lawson traces the development and delivery of
Calvin’s sermons, showing distinctives at each
step. In the end, Dr. Lawson finds in Calvin a
strong model for expository preaching—that is,

the practice of preaching verse by verse through
books of the Bible—and calls on modern pastors to

fOHOW the Reformer’s exampie.

About the Author Steve Lawson is the senior pastor of Christ Fellowship Baptist Church in Mobile,
Alabama. Dr. Lawson serves on the board of directors of The Master’s College and on the ministerial board
for Reformed Theological Seminary, and teaches with Dr. John MacArthur at the Expositor’s Institute. In
addition, Dr. Lawson has written twelve books, including Faith Under Fire, Made in Our Image, and Famine
in the Land: A Passionate Call for Expository Preaching. He and his wife, Anne, have four children: Andrew,

James, Grace Anne, and John.
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“The aim of this book is to raise the bar for a new generation of expositors.”
- DR. STEVEN J. LAWSON

“Calvin had no weapon but the Bible. . . . Calvin preached from the Bible every day,
and under the power of that preaching the city began to be transformed. As the people
of Geneva acquired knowledge of God’s Word and were changed by it, the city became,
as John Knox called it later, a New Jerusalem from which the gospel spread to the rest
of Europe, England, and the New World.”

- JAMES MONTGOMERY BOICE

Calvin was no Genevan dictator, ruling the population with a rod of iron. He was
not even a citizen of Geneva throughout his time there, and was thus denied access
to political authority. His status was simply that of a pastor who was in no position to
dictate to the magisterial authorities who administered the city. . . . Calvin’s influence
over Geneva rested ultimately not in his formal legal standing (which was insignificant)
but in his considerable personal authority as a preacher and pastor.

- ALISTER E. McGRATH

“Here we have the secret of Calvin’s greatness and the source of his strength unveiled to
us. No man ever had a profounder sense of God than he; no man ever more unreservedly
surrendered himself to the Divine direction.”

- BENJAMIN B. WARFIELD

“There is no threshing himself into a fever of impatience or frustration, no holier-
than-thou rebuking of the people, no begging them in terms of hyperbole to give
some physical sign that the message has been accepted. It is simply one man, conscious

of his sins, aware how little progress he makes and how hard it is to be a doer of the

Word, sympathetically passing on to his people (whom he knows to have the same sort

of problems as himself) what God has said to them and to him.”
- T. H. L. PARKER

“Among all those who have been born of women, there has not risen a greater than
John Calvin; no age before him ever produced his equal, and no age afterwards has

seen his rival.

John Calvin propounded truth more clearly than any other man who ever breathed,
knew more of Scripture, and explained it more clearly.”

- CHARLES HADDON SPURGEON
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